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NEWS RELEASE

NAWBO-OC WOMEN’S BUSINESS INSTITUTE’S SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM

TAKES FLIGHT THANKS TO GENEROUS CORPORATE SUPPORT

Prominent O.C. Businesses Support Education Center Programming and Scholarships

TUSTIN, Calif. (April 17, 2006) – The Women’s Business Institute 501 (c) 3 arm of the National Association of Women Business Owners- Orange County chapter (NAWBO-OC) is pleased to announce its inaugural educational scholarship awards, designed to support local NAWBO-OC women business owners committed to pursuing business excellence through education. 


NAWBO-OC, the premier educational and networking resource for Orange County female business owners, will award a total of six scholarships this year. These awards, as well as course programming for the organization’s new Education Center which is opening in June, are to date made possible by donations from charter sponsors Farmers & Merchant Bank, Matters At Hand™, the UC Irvine Paul Merage School of Business and Churm Publishing.   


“The latest statistics reveal that Orange County has one of the highest percentages of women business owners in the country,” said Camille Jayne, NAWBO-OC president-elect and founder of Matters At Hand, who has spearheaded the new Education Center scholarships. “This is an outstanding opportunity for the corporate community to underwrite professional development for both emerging and experienced women business owners. In the coming months, we look forward to additional prominent businesses joining our scholarship efforts.”


Funded by the Women’s Business Institute (NAWBO-OC’s affiliated non-profit 501(c) 3 organization), the initial scholarships to be presented on Oct. 12 at the NAWBO-OC 11th Annual Remarkable Women Awards Luncheon include: 

· one $5,000 award (funded by Farmers & Merchants Bank)

· one $3,500 award (funded by Matters at Hand and the UC Irvine Paul Merage School of Business for classes at the UC Irvine Paul Merage School of Business)

· one $2,500 award

· three $1,000 awards (one funded by Churm Publishing)

Scholarships may be used to pay for educational or professional development course work at colleges, universities, private or public educational entities, or certifying/accreditation bodies. Scholarship applications, accepted now through Aug. 31, are available online at www.nawbo-oc.org. Only NAWBO-OC members are eligible for the scholarship awards.

About NAWBO-OC

With more than 285 active members, NAWBO-OC provides women business owners with encouragement and support, networking opportunities, educational programs, and professional development. There are 89 NAWBO chapters in the U.S., and the organization is represented in 33 countries worldwide.
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