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NAWBO-OC 12TH ANNUAL REMARKABLE WOMEN AWARDS

 LUNCHEON ATTRACTS NEARLY 900 BUSINESS WOMEN AND MEN 

Oct. 19 Event Salutes Inspirational Women and Awards Scholarships

The 12th annual NAWBO-OC Remarkable Women Awards Luncheon on Oct. 19 at the Hyatt Regency Irvine once was again an overwhelming success, featuring nearly 900 attendees, three very remarkable women at center stage, more than 30 additional women honored from the community and six more educational scholarships presented by the NAWBO-OC’s Women’s Business Institute (WBI).

Farmers & Merchants Bank and Farmers & Merchants Trust Company served as Marquis Sponsor, again providing significant underwriting along with a stellar lineup of additional sponsors. The 2007 Event Chair was Michelle Beauchamp, principal of B.E.A. & Company. In an encore performance following a rousing success last year, opening festivities featured an entertaining  “a cappella” medley by the Beauty Shop Quartet from Vanguard University. 

This year’s Remarkable Women were Coralee Newman, founder and CEO of Government Solutions, Inc., who received the Pioneering Woman Award; Gloria Robbins, founder and CEO of Specialized Marketing Services (SMS), Inc., recipient of the Lifetime Achievement Award, and Sue Parks, founder and CEO of WalkStyles, Inc., winner of the Entrepreneur to Watch Award. All three received sparkling crystal Remarkable Women stars, were featured in video highlights and presented inspiring acceptance speeches.

.Additional sponsors included Gold Sponsors UPS, Specialized Marketing Services, OC Metro Business Magazine and KOCE-TV, Silver Sponsors Decision Toolbox, Matters at Hand, Time Warner Cable, Orange Coast Magazine; Bronze Sponsors, Union Bank, Haskell & White LLP), Prudential Financial Long Term Care Insurance, Advanced Systems Group, and Friedmann & Friedmann Insurance Services, Inc. A long list of generous Champion Sponsors provided in-kind services and additional financial support.

Six NAWBO-OC members were selected to be the sophomore recipients of Women’s Business Institute (WBI) Scholarships designed to further their business educations:

· Loreen Gilbert of Wealth Wise Financial Services: $5,000, sponsored by Farmers & Merchants Bank

· Miley Waterman of Tuned In Media: $4,000, sponsored by Matters at Hand and UCI Paul Merage School of Business

· Lauren Gross of Sunbelt of Long Beach: $2,500, sponsored by First American Trust

· Kathy Murdock of Kinetic Solutions: $1,000, sponsored by Ferruzzo & Ferruzzo, LLP

· Kacie Putman of Points For Peace: $1,000, sponsored by Churm Media

Information about membership in NAWBO-OC, or involvement in the 2008 Remarkable Women event, is available on the NAWBO-OC Website, www.nawbo-oc.org., or by calling (714) 630-2983.

About NAWBO-OC

With 400 active members, NAWBO-OC is the largest among the 90 NAWBO chapters in the United States spread throughout 33 countries. The organization provides women business owners with encouragement and support, networking opportunities, educational programs, and professional development. 

Media contact: Hilary Kaye, HKA, Inc. (714) 426-0444/hilary@hkamarcom.com
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